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selves when we find that the logical deduction of our ideas has
led us back to the antique conception of Indian wisdom.

There is, however, a profound difference between our sys-
tem of the plurality of lives, and the oriental dogma of the
metempsychosis. The Indian philosophers, the Egyptians,
and the Greeks, who inherited the maxims of Pythagoras,
admitted that the soul, on leaving a human body, enters into
that of an animal, to undergo punishment. We entirely re-
ject this useless step backward. Our metempsychosis is up-
ward and onward, it never steps down, or back.

A brief sketch of the dogma of the animal metempsychosis,
such as it was professed by the different philosophical sects of
antiquity will not be out of place here. We shall explain in
what particulars the oriental dogma differs from our system,
and show, at the same time, how popular the metempsychosis
was among the peoples of antiquity, in Europe as well as in
Asia.

The most ancient known book is that of the Ptdas, which
contains the religious principles of the Indians or Hindoos.
In this code of the primary religions of Asia is found the
general dogma of the final absorption of souls in God. But,
before it reaches its final fusion with the great All, it is
necessary that the human soul should have traversed all the
active orders of life. The soul, therefore, performed a series
of transmigrations and journeys, in various places, in different
worlds, and passed through the bodies of several different
animals. Men who had not done good works went into the
moon or the sun; or else they came back to the earth, 4nd
assumed the bodies of certain animals, such as dogs, butter-